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HAYWOOD COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

 
REGULAR MEETING – November 18, 2013 

 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chairman Mark S. Swanger convened the regular meeting of the Haywood County Board of 
Commissioners at 5:30 p.m. in the Historic Courtroom at the Haywood County Historic 
Courthouse, Waynesville, North Carolina, with Chairman Mark S. Swanger, Vice-Chairman 
J.W. “Kirk” Kirkpatrick III, Commissioners L. Kevin Ensley, Michael T. Sorrells, and Bill L. 
Upton present.  Staff members present were County Manager Marty Stamey, County 
Attorney Leon M. “Chip” Killian, III, Finance Director Julie Davis, DSS Director, Ira Dove, 
Public Information Officer David Teague and Executive Assistant/Deputy Clerk Amie 
Owens. 
 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Chairman Swanger led the pledge of allegiance.  
 
 
INVOCATION 
Commissioner Sorrells offered the invocation. 

 

 

PUBLIC MEETING 
Chairman Swanger explained the purpose of the public meeting was regarding the 
Resolution of Intent to Sell or Convey Reserved Reversionary Interest in the Real Property 
of Haywood Regional Medical Center and asked County Attorney Killian to provide an 
explanation of the process that will be followed related to this issue.  Mr. Killian noted that 
NC General Statutes require the County to follow the same procedure as the Hospital 
Authority when considering the sale or conveyance of real property.  Mr. Killian read aloud 
the Resolution of Intent to Sell or Convey Reserved Reversionary Interest in the Real 
Property of Haywood Regional Medical Center.  He added that while this process may 
seem redundant, these procedures are necessary for compliance with the statute.  Mr. 
Killian explained that a public hearing would be held at the December 16 regular meeting.   
 
There were no questions posed regarding the Resolution.  
 
Vice Chairman Kirkpatrick motioned to approve the Resolution of Intent to Sell or Convey 
Reserved Reversionary Interest in the Real Property of Haywood Regional Medical Center 
as presented.  Commissioner Ensley seconded; the motion carried unanimously.   
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PUBLIC COMMENT SESSION 
Chairman Swanger opened the public comment session. Comments are generally limited to 
three minutes per individual, unless the speaker is representing a group for which the 
comment period may be extended to five minutes.   
 
Janie Benson, Chair of the Haywood Democratic Party, addressed the Board.  Ms. Benson 
thanked Mr. Stamey for his service to the County and wished him well in his new 
endeavors; she also congratulated Mr. Dove on being named as Interim County Manager.  
Ms. Benson expressed gratitude for the Board and those involved with the pending 
partnership with Duke LifePoint.   
 
 
CONSTITUENT CONCERNS 
Commissioner Upton noted that he had been contacted about including the Fairgrounds on 
maps of the area so that visitors can readily find its location.  
 
Commissioner Ensley added his thanks to the Hospital Authority Board for their 
commitment to finding a partner, their service and hard work. He noted that he has received 
only positive comments about this affiliation.   
 
Commissioner Sorrells echoed his thanks to the Hospital Authority Board and for their 
attendance to this meeting and thanked the citizens who attended the public hearing at 
HRMC last week.  The meeting was well attended with good information provided.  
 
 
DISCUSSION / ADJUSTMENT TO AGENDA 
There was one adjustment to the agenda – removal of closed session. 
 
 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
Commissioner Upton made a motion to approve the consent agenda as presented.  
Commissioner Sorrells seconded; the motion carried unanimously.   
 

• Approval of November 4, 2013 regular meeting minutes 
• Approval of October 2013 - Refunds, Releases, Amendments and Discoveries – 

David Francis, Tax Administrator 
 

• Budget Amendment – Julie Davis, Finance Director 
o General Fund Health Department – Grant funds received - $1,750 for travel 

expenses for training in the Health Department from the NC Public Health 
Foundation, and $4,000 received for Breast & Cervical Cancer Control 
program.  
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NEW BUSINESS 
Request Approval of Specialty Crop Block Grant from NC Department of Agriculture 
for Cook Local: Farm to Kitchen Project continuation of Buy Haywood Program 
Chairman Swanger recognized Mark Clasby, Executive Director, Economic Development 
Commission.  Mr. Clasby explained that the Buy Haywood Program was implemented in 
2007 with grants from Golden Leaf; the program has been sustained via $30,000 grant from 
the NC Department of Agriculture.  He noted that the NC Department of Agriculture has 
made grant funds of $15,000 available to be used for marketing and branding for the 
continuation of this program.  There is a match required which will be fulfilled by the 
Haywood Advancement Foundation.  No County matching funds would be required.  Mr. 
Clasby requested approval to accept the grant funds.  
 
Commissioner Sorrells motioned to approve the acceptance of the NC Department of 
Agriculture Specialty Crop Block Grant for the continuation of the Buy Haywood Program.  
Commissioner Ensley seconded; the motion carried unanimously.  
 
Ms. Davis presented a budget amendment showing the acceptance of the $15,000 in grant 
funds, and the allocation among services. 
 
Commissioner Sorrells motioned to approve the budget amendment for $15,000 as 
presented.  Commissioner Ensley seconded; the motion carried unanimously.  
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Request Approval of Resolution for Declaration of Service Side Arm for Deputy 
James Jiles 
Chairman Swanger recognized Sheriff Greg Christopher.  Sheriff Christopher requested 
approval of a Resolution Declaring Service Side Arm as Surplus and allowing the purchase 
by retired Deputy James “Gunny” Jiles, in accordance with NC General Statute 14-402.  Mr. 
Jiles served as a School Resource Officer (SRO) at Tuscola High School.   
 
Commissioner Ensley motioned to approve the Resolution for Declaration of Service Side 
Arm for Deputy James Jiles as presented.  Commissioner Upton seconded; the motion 
carried unanimously.   
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Offer to Purchase School Board Surplus Real Estate in accordance with NC General 
Statute 115C-518 – Tuscola Service Road at Asheville Highway 
Chairman Swanger recognized Patrick Smathers, Attorney for Haywood County Schools.  
Mr. Smathers explained that in accordance with statute, if the school board declares real 
property as surplus, the property must be offered to the County.  If the County refuses, the 
real property may be sold to a third party.   
 
Chairman Swanger asked Mr. Smathers to describe where the property was located.  Mr. 
Smathers described the parcel location and added that a business, which was relocating 
based on changes to traffic patterns, had purchased the adjacent property.  He noted that 
the property had been appraised at $100,000.  If the offer was declined by the County, the 
property would be sold utilizing an upset bid process.  Mr. Smathers also explained that the 
traffic liabilities would be the property owner’s, not the School Board’s responsibility.  
Chairman Swanger commented that this was not an ideal situation, but understood why this 
potential sale was being examined.   
 
Commissioner Upton motioned to decline the Offer to Purchase School Board Surplus Real 
Estate – Tuscola Service Road at Asheville Highway.  Commissioner Ensley seconded; the 
motion carried unanimously.   
 
Request Approval of Application to the Public School Building Capital Fund of North 
Carolina 
Ms. Davis presented an application to the Public School Building Capital Fund of North 
Carolina for $706,830 from lottery proceeds to be used for the down payment for the Pisgah 
High School renovation project.  The School Board has approved this application.  
 
Commissioner Upton motioned to approve the Application to the Public School Building 
Capital Fund of North Carolina for $706,830 as presented.  Commissioner Ensley 
seconded; the motion carried unanimously. 
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Request Approval of Haywood County Property Bids and Offers to Purchase initial 
offering for parcel 8711-38-9493 – Lot 14 Rosalie Road, White Oak Township   
Mr. Francis explained that this property was acquired recently via the foreclosure process. 
The bid was received on November 6, 2013, and per the approved procedure is being 
brought before the Board for approval.     
 
Parcel 8711-38-9493 is located off Rosalie Road in the White Oak Township – the bid is 
$1,600 by Vernon and Carol Eldredge.  
 
Commissioner Ensley motioned to approve the bid for parcel 8711-38-9493 as presented.  
Commissioner Sorrells seconded; the motion carried unanimously.   County Attorney Killian 
added that the sale would follow the upset bid process.   
 
Request Approval of Resolution Authorizing the Chairman to Execute Quitclaim 
Deeds on Behalf of Haywood County to Successful Bidders 
Mr. Francis explained that the initial bids for parcels 8666-28-9941 and 8700-38-2600 were 
brought before Commissioners in October for approval.  Both properties were advertised 
with a 10-day upset bid period; no additional bids were received.  He added that the 
procedure calls for a Resolution Authorizing the Execution of Quitclaim Deed by the 
Chairman for each parcel.  
 
The final bid amount for parcel 8666-28-9941 was $250.00.  This is a small parcel of land, 
foreclosed upon in the 1930’s, and bid on by a direct heir Raymon Joseph Shephard.  The 
parcel is located off Reynolds School Road.  
 
Vice Chairman Kirkpatrick motioned to approve the resolution and subsequent quitclaim 
deed as presented for parcel 8666-28-9941.  Commissioner Upton seconded; the motion 
carried unanimously.  
 
The final bid amount for parcel 8700-38-2600 was $2,000.00.  This was a parcel of land 
located in Cherry Hill Estates and was bid on by Carolyn Hinson.  
 
Commissioner Ensley motioned to approve the resolution and subsequent quitclaim deed 
as presented for parcel 8700-38-2600.  Commissioner Sorrells seconded; the motion 
carried unanimously.   
 
Request Approval of Two (2) Property Tax Commission Appeals 
Chairman Swanger recognized Greg West, Real Property Appraiser.  Mr. West noted that 
there were two properties that were revisited by him and David Francis.  During the visit, the 
owner provided information not previously presented to the Board of Equalization and 
Review.  Mr. West explained that there were two septic system easements on each from 
adjoining lots. He confirmed this with the Haywood County Environmental Health 
Department. Mr. West added that septic easements are a valid adjustment given to parcels 
that have been recorded by the Haywood County Environmental Health Department.  
  
Mr. West respectively requested the value of parcel 7696-50-7729 be changed from 
$172,800 to $26,200, and parcel 7696-51-8117 changed from $218,400 to $56,200. 
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Vice Chairman Kirkpatrick clarified that the lots were unbuildable.  Mr. West answered that 
the building lots would not be equivocal in size to others in the development and the owners 
would be paying for others’ septic systems due to the septic easements.  Vice Chairman 
Kirkpatrick inquired if the property owner was satisfied with this proposed change in value.  
Mr. West confirmed and added that the property owner had several other parcels that were 
reviewed and no adjustments made.   
 
Commissioner Ensley motioned to approve the change in value of parcel 7696-50-7729 
from $172,800 to $26,200, and parcel 7696-51-8117 from $218,400 to $56,200 as 
presented.  Vice Chairman Kirkpatrick seconded; the motion carried unanimously.  
 
 
Chairman Swanger wished the board members, staff and citizens of Haywood County a 
Happy Thanksgiving. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Commissioner Sorrells made a motion to adjourn the regular Board meeting. Commissioner 
Upton seconded, and the motion carried unanimously. 
 
The time of adjournment was 6:03 p.m.  The DVD is attached by reference to the minutes.  
 
              
        CLERK      CHAIRMAN 


