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HAYWOOD COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 

REGULAR MEETING – July 12, 2010 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chairman J.W. “Kirk” Kirkpatrick, III convened the regular meeting of the Haywood County 
Board of Commissioners at 9:00 a.m. in the Historic Courtroom at the Haywood County 
Historic Courthouse, Waynesville, North Carolina, with Chairman J.W. “Kirk” Kirkpatrick, III, 
Vice-Chairman Bill Upton, Commissioners Charles “Skeeter” Curtis, L. Kevin Ensley, and 
Mark S. Swanger present. Staff members present were County Manager David Cotton, 
Assistant County Manager Marty Stamey, County Attorney Leon M. “Chip” Killian, III, and 
Administrative Assistant Rebecca Morgan. 
 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
Chairman Kirkpatrick led the pledge of allegiance.  
 
 
INVOCATION 
 
Vice-Chairman Upton offered the invocation. 
 
 
CALL TO PUBLIC HEARING  
 
Rural Operating Assistance Program (ROAP) Application  
 
Susan Anderson, Haywood Transit Director of Transportation, explained that Haywood 
County’s proposed ROAP grant application is to be submitted to the North Carolina 
Department of Transportation (NCDOT) by August 13th. In order to meet the deadline a 
public hearing is requested for August 2nd, 2010.  The Board agreed to hold the public 
hearing at the next regular Board meeting August 2nd, 2010. 
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
Chairman Kirkpatrick opened the public comment session. Comments are generally limited 
to three minutes per individual, unless the speaker is representing a group for which the 
comment period may be extended to five minutes.  
 
Al Goodis stated that one County appointee dictator wants to do away with the Constitution 
of the United States and hold illegal search and seizures.  
 
There being no other public comments, Chairman Kirkpatrick closed the public comments 
session. 
 
 
CONSTITUENT CONCERNS  
 
Chairman Kirkpatrick inquired if there were any constituent concerns. Commissioner Ensley 
congratulated Commissioner Curtis and his wife on their fiftieth wedding anniversary.  
Commissioner Curtis inquired as to a bill intended for developers who would receive tax 
exemptions for undeveloped lots. County Attorney Killian stated that the only change made 
to the bill this year included different entities causing the revenue for the County to possibly 
be delayed for one cycle. David Francis, Tax Administrator, explained that the bill is 
intended for the builder’s inventory, not vacant lots. Mr. Francis stated that only one builder 
from Haywood County signed up for this exemption.  
 
Mr. Francis stated that notices requesting financial information were sent to citizens 
throughout Haywood County. Mr. Francis explained that commercial properties are income-
producing properties. Owners of these commercial properties were sent a questionnaire. 
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Answers from the questionnaires will help the County to more accurately and fairly 
revaluate property.   
 
Vice-Chairman Upton shared that he has received complaints regarding the sound system 
in the Historic Courtroom during Board meetings.  
 
Chairman Kirkpatrick requested that County Attorney Killian confirm that actions taken by 
the Health Department are within its legal rights. County Attorney Killian stated that the 
Health Department is acting fully within the enabling legislation from the General Assembly. 
 
 
DISCUSSION / ADJUSTMENT / APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Chairman Kirkpatrick announced that the item “Addition Road Petition – Eddie’s Trail’ will be 
removed from the agenda because one owner declined the request to add the road to the 
Department of Transportation’s Maintenance schedule.  
 
Chairman Kirkpatrick added a closed session regarding personnel.  
 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Commissioner Swanger made a motion to approve the consent agenda as presented. Vice-
Chairman Upton seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 
 

• Approve June 28th, 2010 Regular Meeting Minutes  
 

• Budget Amendment – Pat Hyatt, Haywood County Social Services Business  
Officer – $87,204 – D.O.D. Food and Nutrition program Copy of Allocation for 
Haywood County and DHHS March 17, 2010 letter describing how funds are to be 
used. 
 

• Approve June 2010 Refunds, Releases, Amendments and Discoveries  
   David Francis, Tax Administrator 
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ADMINISTRATIVE / AGENCY REPORT 
 
Water Quality Efforts in the Pigeon River Watershed  
  
Eric Romaniszyn, Executive Director, presented the water quality efforts in the Pigeon River 
Watershed, the results of the Hyatt Creek restoration project and efforts planned for the 
Richland Creek restoration project. Mr. Romaniszyn stated that the water quality in 
Haywood County has remained the same. Ten organizations have adopted ten different 
waterways in Haywood County.  
 
Solid Waste Update  
 
Stephen King, Solid Waste Director, presented an update regarding the Solid Waste 
Department. Mr. King explained that the County’s attendants at the convenience centers 
met with Consolidated Waste Services (CWS). Mr. King shared that all the attendants who 
submitted an application for employment were hired by CWS.   
 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Jonathan Creek Park Master Plan  
 
Chairman Kirkpatrick explained that at the last regular Board meeting, June 28th, 2010, the 
Jonathan Creek park master plan was presented for consideration. Claire Carleton, 
Recreation Director, requested the Board’s approval for the final conceptual site plan for the 
proposed sports park in Jonathan Valley. This approval is not approval for funds, but only 
for the conceptual site plan. Ms. Carleton shared that the Recreation Advisory Board 
adopted this plan.  
 
Commissioner Ensley made a motion to approve the Jonathan Creek Park master plan. 
Commissioner Curtis seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Town of Canton – Request for County to temporarily assume Building Inspections  
 
Al Matthews, Town Manager, stated that the Town of Canton performs its own building 
inspections. Since the Town of Canton’s Inspector retired, the Town of Canton has an 
inspector with a level one certification, but not a level two certification. Mr. Matthews 
requested that the County temporarily assume the building inspections for the Town of 
Canton. County Attorney Killian advised that he would prepare an interlocal agreement. 
David Cotton, County Manager, explained that Bruce Crawford, the County’s Chief Building 
Inspector, has confirmed that there would be no problem in taking on the additional 
responsibilities for the Town of Canton. Chairman Kirkpatrick inquired as to the 
administering & collection of fees for the County’s services. County Attorney Killian advised 
that the subject regarding fees would be addressed in an interlocal agreement, which he will 
present to the Board at an upcoming meeting.  
 
Commissioner Curtis inquired as to the repair of Park Street in Canton. Mr. Matthews stated 
that during the hurricanes of 2004, the Mingus Branch flooded through the paper mill. Mr. 
Matthews explained that in an effort to avoid such flooding in the future a large diameter 
culvert would be added to the area from the bridge on Park Street up to US 19, near 
Hardee’s. Adding this large pipe with a diverter would allow excess flow from the Mingus 
Branch to flow and be discharged directly back into the river in a safer location. This storm 
water project will be paid entirely by grants. During construction, the traffic patterns in 
Canton will shift into the right-hand lane on US 19. Mr. Matthews shared that in December 
2010, the Department of Transportation’s bridge replacement project, funded through the 
State will begin on Park Street.  
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Vice-Chairman Upton made a motion that the County provides immediate backup 
assistance to the Town of Canton Building Inspections Department and work on entering 
into an interlocal agreement thereafter, that spell out the duties, responsibilities and 
compensation and/or inspection fees. Commissioner Swanger seconded and the motion 
carried unanimously.  
 
Consolidated Waste Services (CWS) Hauling Contract 
 
Stephen King, Solid Waste Director, explained that the current contract between the County 
and CWS for hauling solid waste expires in 2013.  Recently a contract was executed with 
the County and CWS for the personnel at the convenience centers. That contract will expire 
in 2015. Mr. King presented a request that the two contracts with CWS run concurrent so 
that the expiration dates would be 2015 on each contract. Chip Killian, County Attorney, 
stated that some structural changes were made to the contract.  
 
Commissioner Swanger made a motion to approve the contract with Consolidated Waste 
Services as presented, but with some minor changes that Chip made to the contract. 
Commissioner Curtis seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 
 
 Property Tax Commission Appeal  
 
David Francis, Tax Administrator, presented a request to settle a 2009 and 2010 
Property Tax Commission appeal. The appeal is for Food Lion Shopping Center owned by 
RCG Ventures. In 2008, RCG Ventures split the property. The appealed value is 
$4,502,510. The proposed value is $4,087,970.  
 
Commissioner Ensley made a motion to approve the property tax settlement as to the 
proposed value on the remainder of the RCG Complex, PIN #8627306353. Vice-Chairman 
Upton seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  
 
Appointment of Assistant Tax Assessor  
 
David Francis, Tax Administrator, presented a request to appoint Judy D. Hickman as 
Assistant Assessor per NCGS §105-297. Tax Administrator David Francis and Assessor 
Judy Ballard recommend the appointment. 
 
Commissioner Ensley made a motion to approve the request. Commissioner Curtis 
seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  
 
Ms. Hickman expressed her appreciation to the Board. 
 
Appointment of Deputy Tax Collector  
 
David Francis, Tax Administrator, presented a request to appoint Charlene Miller as 
Deputy Tax Collector per NCGS §105-349(f). Tax Administrator David Francis recommends 
the appointment. 
 
Commissioner Curtis made a motion to approve Charlene Miller as the Deputy Tax 
Collector. Commissioner Ensley seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  
 
Ms. Miller thanked the Board for the appointment.  
 
Abandonment Road Petition - State Road 1828  
 
Kris Boyd, County Planner, presented a resolution requesting to abandon State Road (SR) 
1828 from the Department of Transportation (DOT) maintenance system. Mr. Boyd 
explained that currently SR 1828 does not have a name. It is located just outside the town 
limits of Canton. A petition from the property owners was submitted to the Board. With 
approval from the Board, the DOT would evaluate the abandonment of the maintenance of 
SR 1828. If DOT determines to abandon the maintenance of the road, Mr. Boyd explained 
that he would return to the Board for approval to abandon SR #1828 as a public road, 
making it a private road. At that point, DOT would require a public hearing.  
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Commissioner Swanger made a motion to approve the abandonment petition presented 
today by Kris for the State Road 1828 wherein all of the property owners have made the 
request, and that is a Margaret Wells Hudson Trust and the Mary Wells Freeman family 
limited trust. Vice-Chairman Upton seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  
 
 

 
 
 

RESOLUTION 
SR 1828 

 
Resolution: Concerning the Abandonment of a road from State System 

 
WHEREAS, the Haywood County Board of Commissioners was submitted a petition requesting the 
Department of Transportation to abandon secondary road # 1828 from its maintenance system, and 
 
WHEREAS, the Haywood County Board of Commissioners requests the Department of Transportation 
to abandon the road, as described in the petition, from the State Maintenance System. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED the Haywood County Board of Commissioners adopts this 
Resolution this the 12th day of July, 2010. 
 
 

 

  
Mr. Boyd stated that the item regarding adding Eddie’s Trail, was removed from the agenda 
because one property owner, who signed the petition, changed their mind. 
 
Waiver of Tipping Fees – United Way Day of Caring  
 
Celesa Willett,  Executive Director, stated that United Way of Haywood County would hold 
its annual Day of Caring August 25th, 2010. In the event of rain, it will be held September 
9th, 2010. United Way will be working on forty-six projects. Eight projects would require 
taking some materials to the landfill. Ms. Willett requested a waiver of tipping fees. 
 
Vice-Chairman Upton made a motion to approve the waiver of tipping fees for the United 
Way Day of Caring. Commissioner Ensley seconded and the motion carried unanimously. 
 
Community Connections Revised Memorandum of Understanding      
 
Victoria Young, Haywood Community Connections Director, presented a revised 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between Haywood Community Connections and 
Haywood County. Ms. Young stated that the partnership has remained intact with twelve 
agencies. The verbiage referring to the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation and the number 
of meetings that the partners must attend were removed from the MOU.  
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Commissioner Swanger made a motion to approve the execution of this revised 
Memorandum of Understanding as presented by Victoria. Commissioner Ensley seconded 
and the motion carried unanimously. 
  
Board Members  
 
David Cotton, County Manager, stated there are two vacancies on the Haywood Community 
College Board of Trustees. Five applications were received from Charles Boyd, Patsy 
Rogers, Dean McMahon, Scott Stump and Dawson Spano.  
 
Mr. Cotton stated that there are six vacancies on the Agriculture and Activities Board. These 
vacancies were re-advertised. Eight applications were received from Nancy Davis, Yvonne 
Hannah, Mary Ann Enloe, Glenn White, Mike Gordon, Jim Cochran, William Holbrook, and 
Terry Rogers. 
 
Mr. Cotton stated that there is one vacancy on the Waynesville Board of Zoning and 
Adjustment. A former alternate member, Garnell Day’s term expires May 31st, 2011. Ms. 
Day has resigned from the Waynesville Board of Zoning and Adjustment. This vacancy was 
re-advertised. We have received no applications.  
 
Mr. Cotton stated that there is one vacancy on the Health Board for a member at large. 
Three applications have been received from Nancy Rathbone, Paulette Childers, and Scott 
Stump. 
 
Mr. Cotton stated that there is one vacancy on the Social Service Board. One application 
was received from Julia Freeman.       
 
Mr. Cotton stated that there are four vacancies on the Adult Care Home Community 
Advisory Committee. We received no applications.  
 
Chairman Kirkpatrick stated that interviews have been scheduled for this afternoon.  
 
Commissioner Curtis made a motion to approve Julia Freeman and appoint her to the 
Department of Social Services Board. Commissioner Ensley seconded and the motion 
carried unanimously. 
 
After discussion, the Board agreed to recess the meeting and vote on the board applicants 
after they are interviewed this afternoon.  
 
Designation of Clerk to the Board  
 
Chairman Kirkpatrick explained that David Cotton, County Manager, was serving as Clerk to 
the Board. During Mr. Cotton’s leave of absence, on April 20th, 2010, Assistant County 
Manager Marty Stamey began serving as Clerk to the Board. Chairman Kirkpatrick 
explained that Mr. Cotton has returned to work and recommended that he be re-appointed 
as Clerk to the Board. 
 
Vice-Chairman Upton made a motion to appoint David Cotton as Clerk to the Board of 
Commissioners. Commissioner Swanger seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  
 
 
CLOSED SESSION 
 
Commissioner Swanger made a motion to move into closed session for the purpose of 
Personnel – G.S. §143-318.11(a)(6). Commissioner Curtis seconded and the motion carried 
unanimously.  
 
Return from Closed Session 
 
The Board returned from closed session.  
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David Cotton, County Manager, announced that the annual conference of the North 
Carolina Association of County Commissioners (NCACC) would be held August 26th – 29th, 
2010, in Pitt County. Mr. Cotton shared that the Board received an invitation to the 20th 
anniversary of the Americans with Disability Act (ADA). A ground breaking for the Center of 
Independent Living will be held beginning noon, on July 26th, 2010 in Sylva. 
 
County Attorney Killian announced that he would be attending the County Attorney’s 
meeting in Buncombe County, July 15th and 16th. County Attorney Killian stated that in 
September a seminar regarding affordable housing would be held at the Raleigh 
Convention Center. County Attorney Killian urged a representative from the Board to attend 
the seminar.   
 
Recess 
 
Chairman Kirkpatrick called for a recess. The Board meeting would reconvene after the 
interviews of potential board members at approximately 5:45 p.m.  
 
Commissioner Swanger made a motion to recess the meeting and to return at 
approximately 5:45 p.m. Commissioner Ensley seconded and the motion carried 
unanimously.  
 
Board Appointments 
 
The Board returned from recess. Chairman Kirkpatrick stated that the time of reconvening 
was approximately 6:09 p.m.  
 
Haywood Community College Board of Trustees has two vacancies. One applicant will 
serve the remaining term of Ellene Francis. Ms. Francis’ term expires June 30th, 2012. One 
applicant will serve a four-year term. After discussion, the Board agreed that the applicant 
with the most votes would serve the four-year term. 
 
The Board voted by ballot for the two vacancies on the Haywood Community College Board 
of Trustees. David Cotton, County Manager, collected the ballots. Mr. Cotton announced 
that Charles Boyd received five votes, Dean McMahon received two votes, and Scott 
Stump, Dawson Spano and Patsy Rogers received one vote each.  
  
The Board voted by ballot for the six vacancies on the Agriculture and Activities Board. 
David Cotton, County Manager, collected the ballots. Mr. Cotton announced that Nancy 
Davis, William Holbrook, Mary Ann Enloe, Glen White, and Terry Rogers received five votes 
each. Mike Gordon received four votes. Chairman Kirkpatrick explained that the newly 
appointed Agriculture and Activities Board members should adopt amendments to the by-
laws suggested by the Board.  
 
The Board voted by ballot for the one vacancy on the Board of Health for an at large 
member. David Cotton, County Manager, collected the ballots. Mr. Cotton announced that 
Nancy Rathbone received four votes. Paulette Childers received one vote.  
 
Commissioner Swanger made a motion to approve the Board members that have been 
selected for the Board of Health, the Agriculture and Activities Board as well as the 
Haywood Community College Board of Trustees. Vice-Chairman Upton seconded and the 
motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Commissioner Ensley made a motion to adjourn. Commissioner Swanger seconded and the 
motion carried unanimously. 
 
The time of adjournment was 6:28 p.m. The DVD is attached by reference to the minutes.  
 
 
              
        CLERK      CHAIRMAN 


