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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  

 

Haywood County Public Library receives national award  

 

 

Haywood County Public Library has received a 2016 National Association of Counties (NACo) Achievement 

Award for its digital story time program, Plug In and Read, in the category of Libraries. The NACo 

Achievement Awards recognize innovative county government programs. 

 

Plug In and Read: Using Technology to Prepare Young Readers for the Future is an interactive story time that 

offers preschool-aged children the opportunity to learn important early literary skills with the help of 

technology. Structured much like a classroom literacy lesson to help prepare children for entering Kindergarten, 

the story time is led by Youth Services Librarians with the goal of helping to foster school-readiness in young 

children by developing both their early literacy skills and 21st century digital literary skills.  

 

The use of technology is woven throughout N.C. public schools’ standards as early as Kindergarten. The public 

library is in a unique position to be able to offer educational programming for preschool-aged children at no 

cost to parents at an age before they could receive free public education. Plug In and Read provides the 

opportunity for young children who may not have access to technology at home to become familiar with 

interactive whiteboard instruction, and also provides them the opportunity to access librarian-selected 

educational apps on iPads. The program was designed to reach out to the county’s youngest citizens to help 

jump-start a love for learning and reading through developing early literacy skills with the help of technology.   

 

Youth Services Librarian Katy Punch shares, “One mother told me that the letter activities that we do on the 

SmartBoard really showed through when she practiced with her girls at home,” and Youth Services Librarian 



Lisa Hartzell adds, “The parents who attend digital story time with their children always tell us how grateful 

they are that we are doing this and how helpful it is to their children, especially the ones who will be starting 

Kindergarten.” 

 

Digital story times are offered at the two largest libraries within Haywood County Public Library (HCPL), the 

Waynesville and Canton branches. HCPL also offers a more basic version of the Plug In and Read digital story 

time outside the library through partnerships with HeadStart and Southwestern Child Development.  

 

Plug In and Read is one of the first programs of its kind in the state. This program was made possible by grant 

funds from the Institute of Museum and Library Services under the provisions of the federal Library Services 

and Technology Act as administered by the State Library of N.C., a division of the department of Cultural 

Resources. 

 

For a full schedule of library events, including digital story times, visit www.haywoodlibrary.org and click on 

the Events tab. 
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